WARRANT FOR SPECIAL TOWN MEETING
To Michael Foster, a resident of the Town of Solon in the County of Somerset:

In the name of the State of Maine, you are hereby required by law to notify and warn the inhabitants of the Town of Solon, qualified to vote in town affairs, to assemble at the Solon Elementary School on the 11th day of August AD 2011 at seven o'clock in the evening, then and there, in accordance with the Revised Statues of the State of Maine 1964, Title 30, Paragraph 2051 and seq. or as amended, to elect a moderator, and to transact all other business as enumerated in this Warrant.

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. and adjourned at 9:35 p.m.  118 registered voters in attendance.

Article 1:  To choose a Moderator to preside at said meeting.

Andrew Davis nominated Philip Roy and Michael Golden seconded.  Philip Roy elected moderator.

Article 2:   To see if the Town will authorize the Selectmen to return the tax acquired property belonging to Eric Shannon for non-payment of 2008 property taxes to Eric Shannon and accept his payment of property taxes for 2008 ($344.59), 2009 ($330.10) and 2010 ($324.43) plus interest, lien costs and other costs that are owed on the property.  The property is located on the River Road, Map R7 Lot 21. 

Selectmen and Budget Committee recommend Yes.

Michael Sackett motioned to accept the article as recommended.  Ross Steward seconded. Motion passed.

Article 3:  To see what the town wants to do about the recently constructed stone wall on Kirt Olson’s property that is within the Town’s 4 rod right of way.

The Selectmen recommend that the Town remove any portion of the stone wall within the Town’s 4 rod right of way.  

Budget Committee recommends the Town send the Olsons a letter stating the Town requests them to remove the wall from the 4 rod right of way by a specific date and, until that is done, the Olsons will bear full responsibility for injuries and/or damages caused by the location of the stone wall within the right of way and that the Town will be held harmless for any injuries or damages caused by the location of the stone wall, and that any further construction of the stone wall must be out of the town right of way.

Andrew Davis motioned to accept the Budget Committee’s recommendation.  Michael Golden seconded.

Marilyn Rogers requested a written ballot on the question.  Michael Golden seconded. Motion passed.

Amendment #1:  Motion by Michael Sackett to amend the original motion by striking out “by a specific date”.  Michael Golden seconded.  Amendment #1 failed.

Amendment #2: Motion by Daniel Keegan to narrow the right of way for the length of the newly built stone wall and convey it back to the Olsons.  Ross Steward seconded it.   Motion by Lori Olson to further amend Amendment #2 to allow the Olsons to continue the stone wall along the same line.  Philip Roy ruled Lori Olson’s motion out of order because the previous amendment was not yet voted on.  Amendment #2 failed 46 – 57.

Amendment #3: Motion by Evan Roderick to tear down the stone wall.  Seconded by Arthur Myers.  Amendment failed.

Andrew Davis motioned to move the question.  Ross Steward seconded.  Motion passed.

Original motion to accept the Budget Committee’s recommendation passed by written ballot with 86 Yes and 32 No votes.

Andrew Davis motioned to add an Article 5 to the Special Town Meeting Warrant that would add a specific date to Article 3.  Michael Golden seconded.   Motion passed with more than a 2/3 majority vote.

Article 4:  To see what the town wants to do about replacing the Town grader.

The Selectmen and Budget Committee recommend replacing our grader and spending up to $100,000 for another one.  Funds for the new grader to come from the Highway Equipment Reserve funds, selling our current grader and using those funds, and borrowing the balance required.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Town of Solon

Total Indebtedness:

A. Bonds outstanding and unpaid

$254,023.00

B. Bonds authorized and unissued

$           0.00

C. Bonds to be issued if this question 

     is approved with the Selectmen’s 

     recommendation



$  67,000.00




TOTAL

$321,023.00

Costs:

At an estimate maximum interest rate of 3.0%, the estimated cost of this bond issue over six years will be:



Principal



$  67,000.00



Interest




$    6,294.20



TOTAL NEW DEBT SERVICE
$  73,294.29

Validity:

The validity of the bonds and of the voter’s certification of the bonds may not be affected by any errors in the above estimates.  If actual amount of the total debt service for bond issues varies from the estimate, the ratification by the electors is nevertheless conclusive and the validity of the bond issue is not affected by the reason of variance.    /s/ Judith Robertson, Treasurer, Town of Solon 

Andy Davis motioned to see what the town wants to do about the grader.  Craig Brooks seconded.


Amendment #1: John Sillars amended the motion to wait until the March Town Meeting to make a decision. Dan Ames seconded.  Amendment failed.

Amendment #2: Craig Brooks amended the motion to accept the Budget Committee’s recommendation.  Jeff Pomelow seconded.  Amendment failed.

Amendment #3: John Sillars amended the motion to hold off until the March Town Meeting and use Summer Roads money to meanwhile hire a subcontractor to grade the roads and to put it out to bid at the Selectmen’s discretion of who to choose.  Daniel Ames seconded.  Amendment passed.

Motion passed as amended.

Article 5:  To see if the Town will add a specific date to Article 3 as adopted.

Andrew Davis motioned to require the stone wall to be removed within 1 year from today which would be August 11, 2012.  Michael Golden seconded.  Motion failed.

Greg Cooley motioned to require the stone wall to be removed within 90 days from today’s date.  Dennis Lawrence seconded.  Motion passed.

Michael Golden motioned to adjourn.  Andrew Davis seconded.  Motion passed.

 Given under my hand this 3rd day of August A.D., 2011,

Elaine Aloes, Selectman




Mary Lou Ridley, Selectman

Sarah Davis, Selectman 



Attest true copy:  Barbara Maden, Town Clerk

Pursuant to within warrant, I have hereby notified and warned the inhabitants of the Town of Solon, qualified by law to vote in town affairs, to assemble at the Solon Elementary School on the 11th day of August AD 2011 at seven o'clock in the evening then and there in accordance with the Revised Statutes of the State of Maine, 1964, Title 30, Paragraph 2051 and seq. or as amended to act on all articles herein enumerated in this warrant posted at the Solon Town Office, Solon Post Office, Solon Corner Store, Solon Superette and Griswold's Store, conspicuous and public places within Solon, on the 4th day of August AD 2011, which is at least seven days prior to the Special Town Meeting.

Michael Foster, a resident of Solon

